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"H-:ii. wara: ],
'v ih, Chine-- minister at the Chi-

--inmin:e"-'"lHere he is! Drop in

ytour dime:''
T :mi,-.i'i-n went over the wires be- I

tw--n raySlf and a teleph'ne girl of the
<-ntraltsitthm a day or two ago. I was
palr-ni one of the drug store
p1 t-kth'n-s and was anxious to
arro ic.. for an interview with the
Ch .i-n'-r. The connection having
1- -n ;'1i but a moment to learn
tl'ath mini r w.uld see me at once
and whm a sh ,rt tine I was at the door
of the i-gaItin.
A pr- iu. n thoi.' tri button brought

t1 Iol Itib l-r t. lit' door and a sn of
i. I :. hat IIe representative of
- imst niti.n :f Asia was expecting

n1 anw., o Ihl(be wn immediately. leI I nml- int-, th3 larlor. a ro-ni about as
larg- Is the red roim if the White House,
the

.a.,ls of which were hung with rare

Shin pantings and tall porcelain vases,
whIAb! -'mtained enough material to tile a
bath rn.m.

The Chinese Minister.
I had har.ilv taken my seat bef-re the

m:nit r n'ered. lie is a tall, straight
niar b:0 t forty years of age. He

r -!r. !-r, for y-u can never tell the
a-f. st~ialtji. aind the older he Is the
pr. u-r he is of it. le was dressed in a

a:r-k ilk gown. with a vest of purple silk.
s wer.. vtry lonug. but were rolled

up at the wrists, sh.wiig a white silk

*1

at

urI.lerdress and long, slender, aristocratic
ha!ls. (In his head was a black skull cap,
an.I upn it, just over the foreha.d, was a
rlnl diamond pirn as big as a nickel, set
wit h tnes of the first water. His excel-
len.sy sh-ok hands, sat down beside me, and
the c nversatlon hegan. We first talked
of Pe ru. The Chinese minister to America
is aIls minister to Peru, and his excell.-ney
wil nake trip t. ,th America atb ut
th. fir-T of the year. He.- is rather alarme.1

bl-imate. and was pleased to learn
thit L:m1: is L healthful as any part of
thI, - :estial emiuire.
Philippines and Chinexe Immigration. i

'.. :, xt subjert was the Phllippirus and]
t.- pr -hiLition of Chinese immigration by
GL. '-1S. I askrd the minister what he t
th-ut !,t o-f the decree-,. le rI-nltd:
"I think it is a mistnke for th" Amer-

Cars to naor t k.-p the Chinese out
of tl .'hilppin. s. I m- an a milstak. from
the ..-ria--n stndI!.t not as It will
afft "'na. but a regardts !h-..-vlp-
mn-t If *the i-lands. Th. nost of thr lahor
of th.f.r....trnished by ths'i,3, 1-.
Th.y ar h binrs ceple ad the in-
dul r P p'l of thIe- 'rinW. Ti-v furnIsh

t%.,or, anI it is aim s: iT:possible
ti-,'!sh anythlri without thL.n. TheEncI h e IearnI this long ak.T

t m of Hlo-nr Kong. It has b,-enS- 'y Iv Chinese l:h. r. Take th, Sir-its
ita

, the Chi.--s. d tIe -.-v.rk ,f
and all thit region, alth-ough the

1opI t, Is made up ,f laiay" The
"Malvs are. howev-r. unreliable. Theywi!! work for a shori time atnt thln liv
of for we.ks. The chi-f 1,usin.-s h,,us-If Sin gap-ro are awr-d by Cli'ns.. and
the Entish think so much of th.- Chines-
eIment thpre that th,-re are Chin. se inthe -Oiell of the c1o-ernors, andI the Chi-n.se have consielrabl'l to do wit I. all pub-lie mtattrs. In Siam th- Chlin-s f'orrn the
bt w.rklng element of the lptpultiin. andt1r 'b123,-s of Burmah nearly all th.- mF-

I .-' are Chin,-se. I unde.rstaind that theI. '-a In Hong- Krng ares muh abilrmr-dli--'th sib31iti If committi, from
th-- i':ap.n as to cotton fac-tori s. This-
howii rr (itdonl in enrmntio~n with the in-tr- dIIuc tin of Chinese labor 'n the Philip-
pa-The natives .cannot manlage thef I ." ,and there will be no danger if
th- ..h~- are kept out. It will b~e the'mAwh the desvelopment of the tobtacc-oP' " ns The Philippine Islands9 have

3'-"k -h line-t tobacI'o lands of tema' r:. Ih v ar far sttperi.-r to tho.-- of
ittoraadJava. bult it wil req tire i--.a viwrk them. I thinit thait the-noat- r &-:dt' st will eventually shaw
""" tha.t they cannot ge-t ailo~lnwitttout 'Ihe ''hinese- in the Philippines.
China%q New Ra~lroad.

I ri- xt '-ked hi-. extellenev something
nB! rilrIIads of China. lHe is

hv fr h. bs..p'"ted man (In the suibject-25-, th celes'tial 3-mpir,. Hie was c"on-r.-.i:h the, railr ls o~f north C'hina1.f-m,I3 hnt r.tl lit hais travele,I all I
try

'a .3nd knows- all about the

re
II illn landI where raIlroals will

P 1.1 r than in I'hIrnei We have a vaIstI" i-.tn W e have. cities of eno~rmolusz-situ tedilonly a few mIles allirt aiV:- ' c s mn::im, ra Ill. We are a great blusi-
N"ph- aJnlt Ilur local trade. Is enor-r.'flay th.- molst of otur manufac-

e ar.al agri'ultuaral produc'ts are cair-r l fr.m.tIlace to plac'e on the water, on
t hbaks of men or in (-arts, it the. fu-
t.r- the gr'-atern part of them will go by
r:! The Chines,' will appr, citt th~et-n3rny of r:railroa transpolrtatli aind the

rswill ibe w.ell platronized."
w do11 the roads now in operation

I -I asked.
-P-. If them are paying enoirmouisd h nd-s.-' replied.- the Chinese minlste-r.I iik the rI-ad fro.m TIe-n Tsin to ShanUiai Kwan. Thiqs-was the first railrllad ofany- b nsth in China. I was one of thebtell'r' We con11 not get the imperial1

SanflI n tIo it it tirsit all we had to opler-at. - w~ i Hutng Chtang was at the
h- movenw.nt alnd we built the linen.. itt. feeing otur Way, until we
C .'- thet great haljping coal minesntI TSin. and finally- pushed the- road(-1th--- iit'ins- wall and the sea at ShainnI-iK.it That road flow has tin enor-
mn -a bus-.inas and it pays, I ve'nture, somire-ting tik'- 1II, per ce-nt. We have fac-toriesat KmpiIng where we make our own carsatnd lemnt'ves. We have Chinese i-n-

ginrs, b~rakesmen and conductors, andthte work in the machine shops is done by( hint s:. I can't describe the trouble we
had in getting the Pe-ople to allow us to
bull i,- road. Even after we had the im-perial sancItio3n we were he-ld hack by publicopinlon The labor organizations wereagainst us and we hail to move very cau-
tiously. You see the labor unions are very
strong in China. The general Idea is that
the country is an absolute monarchy. The
truth is that it is as democratic almost as
the United States, and the words *Voxpopull, vox Dei" have almost as much
weight"

The Railroad to Peking.
"There is now a railroad from Tlten Tsin

to Peking, is there not, I asked.
"Ye-" renlied the Chinese minister I e

'oted several years to furthering that en-
erprise. and that without material success.
rien Tsin. you know, has over a million
eople. It is the capital of a province, and
s the center of trade for more than a hun-
[red millions of population. The steamers
uIme up through the Yellow sea and enter P
he Pelho. the stream which flows by
[ien Tsin. They then unload, and
'rom Tien Tsin their goods are carried to
ill parts of north China. Peking has be-
wen one and two million people. It is
,nly eighty miles from Tien Tsin, and the
ountry between the two is as flat as a At-ur. LI Hung Chang thought there should
w a railroad, and it was :at his instance
hat I we.nt over the route, making surveys
md talking up the matter with th: inhab-
tants. We had to go very slowly, canvass-
ing the country almost as a candidate does
iis district here in a campaign. I made
nany speeches.
'At last, when we thought vre had the

natte'r pretty well worked up, it wa% pre-
;nt,'d to the emperor, and he asked for ad-

:ceupon the subject from his co-incil in T
'eking. and also from the viceroys and d!s-
iguished men all over the country. All<inds of replies came in, but tile one which

1ii the most to do with keeping back the
-al was one from the viceroy of Canton,

uang Chi Tung. Chang Chi Tung said that w
b. thought that roads ought to be built in p
hi'itterior first, that there was danger
'rom foreign invasion, and that a road
ik-- this connecting with the sea would put
he caipital in a perilous position. m
'He suggested that a railroad should be si

milt from Hankow to Peking. This would le
>e a great trunk line going north and south lhrough the most populous part of the em-
dro. Now, we had thought that the Tien 0

rtin-Peking road was a sure thing, and Is
it: even gone so far as to order the ma- of
-rinis. The officials at Peking. however, 1blecided that Chang Chi Tung's advice was
,o-1. and they ordered us to stop the work d
or the time. We told them we had ordered d
he mat,-rials. The-y said "that makes no m
iiffeenice, pay for what you have ordered,
)ut let the matter drop." This we were er'1ced to do. The matter did drop. and itwas not until after the war that it was
aken tip again. The road has since been d
,uilt and though I do not know exactly Sc
is to its business I should judge that it b
nust have an enormous traffic." s1

ofChina's Great Trunk Line.
"Rut how about Chang Chi Tung's road?" I
"You mean the one from Hankow to ti
'eking." said the minister. "Well, that is
wcing built from both ends. Hankow, you
:now. Is 7ia miles in from the coast. It is at
eached by the Yang Tse Kiang, which is st
r, large a river that the biggest ocean c
teamships can go inland to Hankow. At
tankow there are three cities close to-tether which have an aggregate ponula- m
ion of about three millions. and the coun- (1
ry all about is thickly settled. The dis- 01
ance from Hankow to Peking is In the se
ieighborhoodl of .~N) miles. The country b]
warms with people, and the road connect-
ng the two must be very profitable. At sI
lankw tiere ar. -xt'nsive railroad shops. Ot
rhire are roiling mills. foundries and ma-
-hine shps whih have altogether cost n
nillions of dollars. The shops cover. I al
hould say. at least twenty-five acres, and tI
n them much of the mate-rial for the rail--oad iF being made. The work is some- PL
w'hat under the direction of Chang Chi m

rung, although more directly under Sheng. fI
t is a great undertaking, and will be push- if
d forward to completion." lit
"Hlow about the concession which was fe

tranted to the late Calvin S. Brice to t
>uil a railroad in China?"
"The work is going on." replied the min- el

ster. "I got the cacession with the em- TI
lerir's sanction, andl the company ex- bi
>eets to carry cut the building of the road CO
ust as soon as it can. The surveyors are n
Lt work, I think, and arrangements are ri
wing made for pushing the enterprise. It P1
ias been retarried considerably by the Pt
leath of Senator Brice." ex
"Just where will this road go, your ex- di

'elU-ney?" ell
"it will extend from Hankow to Canton, Se
'onnecting these two centers and passing gi
hrough one of the most thickly populated>arts of China. Canton has 2,0)0400 or la
nore people. and the-re are cities all along ne
he line of the road." a
'hinese Cheap Labor Not Dangerous., h
I here referred to the enormous popula- ri
ion of China and the skill of the Chinese sa
n manufacturing and their use.of modern tu
nachinery, and asked his excellency wheth-
!r he did not think the day would come
vhen the factories of China would flood a
he markuts with all kinds of goods and w
nVt-rially injure the laboring classes of or
he res' of the world. He replied:
"I think not. We Chinese are hard work-
rs anol money makers. but we are also
non.; spndrs. The reasoun why we live th
o chtap'y-l rufer to the lower classes- m

s weusewe have to do so. If we ever itucume the great manufacturing nation
hat you preulet. and I think we will, it will t
e t- manufacture goods for ourselves. no

Is we make more money our wants will s'
ner.-ase. We will sp-nd more, wages will fo
toup. and you will lind that your big mar- m:et is on the other side of the world and ab

iot h, re. he
"You must rempmli-r also," the minister alntinu1,t"that w' havo an enormous dr
u'ulati'n. We are number-d by the bun- w

ir-ds of milliotns, and big bodies move at
uu"wly. The Chin-e are especially con- ti
rvative. They do not change quickly. et

knd1 it will be a long time before such a
'n'tul''itn as you anticipat.' comes.'
"But has not China changed since its wariith Japan?" m
"Yes. wimewhat," was the reply. "You m

,an see it when you go back to it.
It, uetple are beginning to realize the r

normuus market and their possibilities pri
ut'iule their own country. They are chang- TI
ng m,'re at the s.-aports. The government optpprintes the situation better than it has tr
-%er t'ne and I look for more rapid tohang,- In the future." th

A Word About the Emperor. ar
"Htow about the emperor. Does he realize
he extent of the world outside of China?" ar
"Yes." replied the Chinese minister. "He m

s we,, poste'd upon foreign affairs and 5l
tinowa a great deal about this ucountry and so

Gurope. I have met him a number of tImes ev
tnd he always asks many tquestlons as to al
'reign affairs, Hie is very intelligent, but tr
jas never been strong and is rather deli-
ate than otherwise." ~w.
"What is iA Hung -('hang doing? ge
"Li Hung C'hang is living In Peking," said se
he minister. "Hie has the office of grand
ecretariat, and as such he holds a very
igh pulace5 in the government, lie is very
lose to the empress dowager, and is often at
'insulted as to foreign affairs by the em- st'eror and hIs cabinet. Li Hung C'hang isa h
nan of wonderful ability, and he wIll al-
rays lbe one oif much influence." tt
hina and Japan Will Not Conabine. I
"What are China's relations with Japan
present?"w

"They arc very friendly," replied the min-ster. s
"BIut is there any possibilIty of a union gi

>etw-eent the Japatnese and Chinese? Japan i
ts 4uii0.0O00 people and China has about Ot

0,,i00o3t00. If you could combine, organize fr
ndl arm these 54itAS,000 you might be a u
erious menace to the rest of the world." gi
"I have heardl that possibility mentioned vi

uefore."~ replied the minister. "It is hardly
possibility when you know the Chinese. go

)ur people are not niaturally a conquering M
atlin. \\e are not greedy for territory siad we have not ambitioni to enter into wars fr
.f eonquest. We are naturally peaceful m
nil I believe that our progress is to be tl.og the lines of peace. I believe the day etrll come when we will be a power among

he nations, but it will be as an industrial, Ieneial and financial power, not as a military li1

,ne. I don't mean that we will not be able e,

o defe'nd ourselves, for I think that we w

-an hold otir own against the world. What te

dio mean is that such wars as we have din'll be defensive rather than offensive." fh
FRANK G. CARPENTER.

w
Mauide'--"They say there is no longer any fr

nlan In the moon." atEdiith--"H'm! They have made a sum- c<

ner resort of It, I suppose."--Boston Tran- ti

ueriout- ht

A Study in Mutaehem,.a
F'rom Flegewide Blaetter. h
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EFORM IN DRESS

Wine Pry Turns to the Nuns to
Solve the Problem.

IE FASHION IS OSTRACISED

nsuccessful Sacrifices at Altars of
M odern Reformers.

HE NEW WOMAN'S BURDEN

ritten for 7te Evening Star.[have been talking dress with the only
amen on earth who have solved the dress
oblem-women in religion, nuns.
rhere isn't a dress reform of my day and
'neration that I have not tried on the dog,
yself. I have made sacrifices at the
irines of Dr. Mary Walker, Jenness Mil-
r, the lady athlete and the transcendental
dy, only to find that each and every one
these reformers has missed the main

sue of the clothes problem-how to be rid
them. They have failed utterly to grasp
e moral idea of dress, and with an eye
ngle to art, hygiene, muscular or mental
velopment, what have they not done to
y immortal soul?
A tender young thing, under the influ-
ice of one of these crusades, I have cast
arsets and petticoats to the winds and
mne up underside in boneless, bifurcated
,ft silk inventions, topped with a gownalilt on a Grecian model. I have felt the
ays of my moral being yield to the spirit
Sappho incarnate in this dress reform,

itil, by a desperate effort of conscience,
didn't escape back into conventional at-re any too soon, I can tell you.

Bloomers and Skirt.
rhen the lady professor, with her charts
Ad her gymnasium, entrapped my under-
anding and led my feet astray. With
alk marks on a blackboard she demon-
rated that because of the clothes my
other and grandmother had worn and be
eathed to me my anatomy and internal
gans were all gone wrong. She pre-
ribed Indian clubs, basket ball, bicycles-aonmers.LiI

tell this about bloomers and the
ort skirt that outside the ring-I mean
itside the gymnasium-goes with them.
No woman ever traveled the straight and
arow path in bloomers and a short skirt
Pove her boot tops. I know; I have tried
em.
In the name of hygiene, in a spirit of
ire devotion to the physical uplifting of
y downtrodden, unhappy sex, I have set
rth upon the street in bicycle attire, and
I did not give way to an uncontrollableapulse to kick up my heels It was because
ar of the police and a realizing sense of
e danger that encompassed me caused
e to turn back, go home and change my,thes before it was everlastingly too laWe.
1e riotous, risky, frisky spirit of opera
uffe is the inspiration of abridged petti-
ats and abbreviated skirts for women:
ir can any logic of hygiene and equal
;hts make a dress reform built on this
an anything but a private sotow and
blic wrong. Much as I have suffered
periencing how susceptible my sternly
sciplined nature is to the wickedness of
>thes that are few and short worn by my-
If, similar clothes worn by other women
ve me no less pain.[ don't know of anything better calcu-
:ed to ingrain pessimism and the bitter-
ss of great disappointment than to see
merry figure tripping along the street,
r twinkling anklesand bewildering curves
fond a joy to the eye as her jaunty car-
igo and brisk motion; then have this
me marvel of natty naughtiness suddenly
rn on you a forty-year-old, tired face, as
big boy that has whisked into sight calls
famma" or, perchance, "Grandma."
While things like this continue to make
work of noble aspirations, I can't fancy
.at use it is to draw any lines at anything
the stage or bill boards.

In Manly Attire.
have never gone the whole length of

o reform of which Dr. Mary Walker is
Lster and example. Still, as my innocent
Ile children have fallen and badly hurt
emselves trying to get around the ugli-
ss of my great, bulldog boots; as my
epy baby has sought in vain for a com-
rtable spot to rest on my stiff, starched,
in-made shirt waist; as I have been un-
le to stoop to his cuddling, balked by the
ight and the starch of my collar, It has
peared to me that if my "common sense"
rsq did include a silk hat and trousers, it>uldn't take me much further from the
p(inted sphere of woman than conven-mal clothes at the end of the nineteenth
ntury have carried me.

A Lady Reformer.
,ady reformers who get their higher aims
xed up with their wardrobes are the
,st hopeless lot of all. Their pretensions
ise such great expectations that their
ictices are correspondingly discouraging.
ere is one I know whose spiritual devel-
ment has caused her to grasp the eternal
ith that the real dress question is how
be rid of clothes, but her application of
Is to daily experience is going to get her
rested some day.
met this woman one day shopping with-

t a bonnet, wearing a waist of one kind
d a skirt of another. I ventured to re-
nd her of her bonnet, and she told me
e frequently forgets it, her mind is so ab-
rbed in higher things, and that if the day
er arrives when she can forget all about
her clothes she will feel that her soul Is

fly emancipated.
suggested that while she might feel this

ty about it, I didn't believe the world
nerally would, unless she establishes her-
f at Coney Island.
The Spiritual-Minded Reformer.
[PhIs spiritual-minded dress reformer is
Sexception. As a rule, women who con-

ler the dress problem on a spiritual basis
.ve to give so much thought and time
their attire that their souls are eternally

at in a shuffle of shopping and dress-
aking. This is one of the reforms I have
Eed on myself, so I know perfectly well
'tat I'm talking about.

conceived the idea once that a mystical
mething in color makes a combination of
ay and white the only hues In which it
proper or possible for a woman to work
t her eternal salvation. I might refrain
am certain sins and attain a limited meas-
e of spiritual excellence, wearing red and
een and yellow clothes, but to be very,
ry good, to be a downright lovely saint,
must have a particular shade of gray
wn. with a white crepe de lisse fichu.
hile I was nobly struggling for the right
ade of gray I met a lady philosopher
m Boston, who was the perfect attain-
mnt of my ambition. Her gown was just
a gray, her fichu precisely the childlike
'ect of pure thought and exalted virtue,
11oh I had sought in vain. I heard her:ture, and the words that fell from her
s were exactly what you would logically
pect from that dress and that fichu. I
mnt to spend a week with her. I wanted

sit at the feet of her wisdom, and inci-
ntally get a sample of her dress and her
hus.

Alas. I found the truth was not in her. It
is in books in her library from which she
sely cribbed for her platform perform-
ices, and her whole life went in watching

lors. Gloves, bonnets, veils, wraps, pet-

:oats, all had to reproduce the spIritual
ae of her gown, and there never was a
oment that her dress was off her mind,

ad it was commonly very unpleasantly on
ir nerves. She had to spend so much en-
gy in looking like a saint that she had

mne left for being one.
r'his moved me to despair of ever recon-
.ing the problem of dress with the neces-
:ies of immortal virtue. I made up my
lnd that it was part of the woe of woman
have her clothes such a curse that what
ere is of her after she is well dressed is
only for a show window, Poorly gowned
"re vags. At best we're rubbish, pretty

metimes, but rubbish still, for the cost of

>thes to'a woman is incesane care, con-

ming her higher possibilities as to leSser
tent it consumes her huatend's bank ao-
r'his isn't the worst about clothes. They

e all unnatural and a burden, but our

est clothes are sinners, Our handsomest
tire, the styles of which we get fromt

aris, is the anvention of women whose ex-
ens we're much too resectable to amit
ould we meet thesn on the street.

Deem in Beemt.
It distinguishe social functions Kephls-

gether we have nice sport to see unsophisti-
cated little women gtruogling against the
spirit of their dress,

I recall a particur drqsa that appeared
last winter-a marvgjous greation of black
and white and spaigle w!th a telling
gleam of scarlet around the waist and
neck, and flashing in, the heels of her black
satin slippers. It was the very soul of dash.
daring and knowing deviltry. Yen under-
stood, if the bride Who wore it was at first
ccnfused, bewilderq4. She glanced help-
lessly-appealingly, even-in the direction of
Mephistopheles and "me, Is a bald-headed
hero of many socia& candpaigns grew ear-
nest in his devotiorkAo hpr-dress.
Mephistopheles 1Qpghe4 and I sighed.What could we do? ould we go to her res-

cue, saying:
"My dear, you are wearing the creation of

a wicked, wicked woman, and your span-
gles and your scarlet heels, and the bold
cut of your bodice, ace out-talking your shy,
sweet self at every turn. Run home, my
child, burn this tinseled temptation and re-
appear in a white frock with a simple blue
ribbon about your waist, and this persistent
old beau will leave you perfectly free to
enjoy a nice stupid evening"-could we
speak thus? .

The girl would have thought us crazy. At
all events, the words of warning were not
spoken, and late last spring-this gown in-
troduced her in midwinter-Mephistophelesbeckoned me across the street one after-
noon to see the bride again. She was on
her way to a tea at the golf club. She
wore white, a plain skirt defining her figure
so as to suggest how a woman's dress may
make the nude in art seem very fully
clothed. Her bodice, here in broad day-
light, was of filmiest lace over such a
meager batiste lining that the scattered
design of butterflies wrought in the lace
was really the most she had on. Moreover,
the inspiration of her modiste had become
the inspiration of her life. Her dress and
herself now were united in purpose.

The Sisters of Charity.
That very day I turned from this woman

to look at the garb of a nun passing. Have
these women-women in religion-solved
the dress problem to the satisfaction of
the soul? I asked myself. The question
often recurred to me. and I have finally
got an answer.
"Have you a dress problem?" I asked a

Sister of Charity.
She scarcely understood me at first, and

then she told me how absolutely and en-
tirely women who quit the world for re-
ligion leave the worry of dress behind.
"Our habit," said the sister, "was de-

signed for us three hundred years ago. It
is the dress of the peasant woman of
France at the time our order was founded.
Our mission being among the lioor, we
were given the dress of the poor, that we
might work among them without any ap-
parent distinction. Every detail of our
dress, including every article worn, and
even such minute matters as the heels of
our shoes and the width of the hems on
our garments, Is prescribed by the rules
of our order, laid down three hundred years
ago. You see, we are very far removed
from the care of changing styles. Our
style has not changed for centuries. When
we join the order we are given a habit,
and we wear it as long as it lasts. It costs
about $28i new, and this one I have on I
have worn twelve years. I have known a
sister to wear one fifteen years. The wear,
of course, depends on the character of work
required of the sister. Our sole concern
about our dress is cleanliness and orderli-
ness, but, the habit being worn by us as
an expression of our will to serve God, even
this thought pertains not to the appearance
of our dress. but to our love of God. A
faithful religieuse strives for perfection,
and that her linen is always immaculate,
her gown in perfect order, is to be expected
because of her aim in living."

Dress Not a Surden.
"But do you fin& youi dress in no way

a burden?" I asked. '"Is not that great
stiff linen headdressnAnc4mfortable and the
gown itself too hea~f inisummer?"
"You forget the difference in purpose of

the dress of a nui and of a woman in
the world. It is no' to-'Wease ourselves or
any one but God, and if we suffer any in-
convenience we are happy to suffer in the
service of Him. But, indeed, our habit is
perfectly easy. The dress, you see, allows
such freedonm of movement that it might
be used In a gymnasium, and the linen cor-
onet we wear is, I are say, no more awk-
ward on the head than the average woman
finds her fashionable hat or bonnet. Then
the very name by which.we designate our
dross-our habit-implies 'much. You know
how truly a habit becomes a second na-
ture to one, and so is the dress of a nun."
This was such a complete realizati.,n of

my dream of a solution of the dress prob-
lem that I grew envious, and I begged the
Sister of Charity to tell me if she could see
any hope for a woman of the world getting
rid of the curse in her clothes unless she
"got her to a nunnery."

A Woman's Duty.
The sister gave me little encouragement.

She even set it forth as a matter of 'con-
science that a woman in the world should
keep up with the fashions of the day, so as
not to be a mortification to her friends and
family, but she suggested that the burden
of all this might be diminished by the spirit
in which it is done, it being a torment to
the soul to follow the fashion for fashion's
sake, while the same act performed in
obedience to the requirements of one's office
in life might make personal adornment a
means of spiritual development.
This was a new idea to me, and the force

of it appealed to my downcast, dress-ridden
soul. I had just dme from my tailor's,
where for two weary hours I had stood up
while one man and two young women
pecked at me, pulled at me, wheeled me
around, stuck pins into me-treated me al-
together like a dry goods store dummy-and
verily the sister spoke well and wisely.
My body was still aching from the strain
I had been under. Moreover, a new hat I
was wearing, weighted down with the whole
feathered carcass of a bird, had given me a
splitting headache, and I could readily per-
ceive that treating the matter of dressing
in smart fashion the way your lawful hus-
band likes to see you and ordains you shall
appear-doing this as a matter of penance
makes hair shirts, pebbles in your boots.
fasting, scourging and all such penitential
practices seem silly by comparison with the
degree of martyrdom possible to ye got out
of a woman's up-to-date apparel

A Community of Dress.
A nun of the Visitation disclosed to me

that by the rules of her order she is eveni
farther removed from the vicissitudes of
the dress problem than the Sisters of Char-
ity. The latter have Individual ownership
of their habit, and each keeps her own
dress in order. The nuns of the Visitation,
however, have unqualified communIty ofdress, All the wearing apparel of all the
nuns is in charge of one called the ward-
robian. who apportions and repairs the at-
tire of each nun, who has not so much as
the responsibility of owning the dress uponher back. This is taken from her, renewed,
replaced at the discretion of the ward-roblan, so that Eve before the fall knew
scarcely less about the bother of clothes,
than by the providence of their piety dothese religious women.
The habit of the nuns of the Visitation

was designed by St. Francis de Sales, thefoundress of the order. It consists of ablack dress and veil, with the usual whitelinen about the face. The dress is made in
one piece, and, but for the weight of it in
summer, is so easy as' to snean not only re-lief from care, but from every physical dis-comfort imposed by the styles of worldlyapparel,

A Womadsu Advice.
It always braces iup the shrinking self-

esteem of my frail sex to find that a real
woman's thought now and then gets incor-
porated in disting'uiuhed institutions of
virtue. All the angels, of heaven, you
know, are spoken of. as "he," and It seems
to be a generally Indispensable condition
of the existence of. great spiritual worththat no trace of the woman shall be known
in it, I was accordingly pleased to hear
that the perfect solution of the dress prob-lem, attained by the nuns of the Visitation,
might have been everlastingly made diffle
cult had not a woman improved upon the
idea of the great saint who founded theorder. It was St. Francif' notion to have
the habit of the nun's purple, but a pious
woman practiced in the tribulations or hersea informed the saint that this would
never do. "If you have purple," said she,
"there will always be so much trouble in
getting the right shade, in matching one
piece with another, and in having the color
constantly fading, that the nuns will have
always to be thinking about their dress
and will have little time for contemplation
and good works. The dress must be black,"she said, and, behold, black it was and is-
perpetual evidence tha~t even a great saint
may perfect his great works by listening
to the voice of a mere wowman.

The Sister. of Notre. Damme.
Fancy this, you dmes of fashion who

doom your souls forever' cvetinlg a nelr
gown. A school ster of Niotre Dame,
when I asked her how often elhe gets a new

that she was not sure that she had had
one in all the quarter of a century she had
been a sister.
"We get a new sleeve, a new length In

our skirt, a new back to our waist-always
a bit new as it is needed, but a whole new
dress, we get that when we enter religion,
but I do not know that we ever have an-
other. In twenty-five years I am not sure
I have had a new habit. When I dress in
the morning I put on the habit I lind in
my cell. It may be the one I wore the day
before, or it may be another-I never know.
I do not own a dress to my name. All that
we have is the property of the community.
There is one sister who has charge of the
clothing and lays out for us what we are
to wear, as a mother will apportion the
clothing of her children."
"Do you ever think about how you look

in your dress?" I asked. "Do you put it on
before a mirror?"

No Mirrors Needed.
This amused the sister immensely. "I

have not looked in a mirror since I became
a nun twenty-five years ago," she an-

swered. "There is no rule against it, but
every detail of our dress was put in order
for us nearly 400 years ago; it is all so
exact and so familiar, we dress as uncon-
sciously as a tree puts forth its leaves. We
have no need for a mirror. It is natural
that we should never think of one."

I haven't a doubt this is one reason why
the face of a nun is commonly so fair and
exquisitely peaceful. Fancy never to be
afraid of seeing a wrinkle in your face, of
never looking anxiously for the first gray
hair in your head, and with the joy of
this, to know that all the pretty women
among your associates, for want of gaz-
ing in a mirror, are never going to give
themselves airs from seeing how much bet-
ter looking they are than yourself.
As I came away from the convent of the

school of Sisters of Notre Dame I no-
ticed that for the usual mirror In a hat
rack in the hall had been substituted a
picture of the infant Jesus in His mother's
arms. Thus was any chance temptation
to vanity in a nun turned Into a thought
of religion.

Gowns of Sisters of Mercy.
The Sisters of Mercy owe the origin of

their order to the aspiration of a woman of
aristocracy and fashion, whose inborn na-

ture has expression in the elaborate re-

ligious habit she designed. This habit is
wonderfully graceful and impressive. The
black veil is much longer than commonly
worn by nuns. There is a profusion of
white linen about the face, and the dress
in princess form has a long sweeping
train. A rule of dress removes the burden
of this elaborate attire from the mind of
the wearer, as In the instance of all women
in religion. But my worldly woman's
point of view inclined me to believe that
It was simply impossible for even a woman
in religion to adjust this intricate dress
of a Sister of Mercy without the assistance
of a mirror. I asked if this was not so.
The sister was as greatly amused as had

been the member of a different order whom
I had questioned about looking glasses.
She gave the same reason as did the other-
that the exactness and invariable style of
her dress rendered a mirror entirely super-
fluous, and she told me that in the mother
house from which she came, she recalled
that a physician attending a sick sister,
called for a mirror one day, and the old
sister waiting upon him hastened to bring
him the Catholic Mirror-the only mirror
existing in her recollection of things by
that name.
There is a singular feature of the dress

of religions that is common to all the
widely-different fashions of different orders,
any one nf which comprises so many wide-
ly different types and styles of women.
The dress of a nun is always becoming.

It even seems to define a certain beauty In
the most Irregular, plainest face.
Oh! that religion would inspire a dress

reform easy and becoming for poor, wor-
ried woridlings like

PAULINE PRY.

As to Military Uniforms.
From the Chicago Times-Herald.
Two or three women were discussing

parades in general the other day, with
naturally the latest parade fresh in their
minds. They remarked also that theAmer-
ican uniform had now become so strictly
utilitarian that It was no longer decorative.
Sober blue clothes, dull brown felt hats
and leggins did not show up well on a
parade. Then said one of the men present:
"Yet to my mind our uniform is the most
businesslike of any. It expresses the Amer-
ican spirit, plain and. practical. We are
not given to glorifying war with coats of
many colors, piumed helmets, laced and
braided jackets, sabretaches and similar
gimcrackery. All our fighting men are
dressed alike in the most suitable garb for
the work they have to do. The matter of
making them effective on parade is a child-
ish consideration."
That sounded sensible and the women

heartily agreed with him. Then the other
man of the party, and he was an old sol-
dier, observed: "I am not so sure that the
pain uniforms are a good thing. Love for
finery is inherent in the human breast and
the service might well offer that poor in-
ducement. Nor am I so sure that it is a
good thing to uniform all regiments alike.
I can remember the close of the French and
Italian war with Austria. Never had the
French troops shown more dash and un-
hesitating courage, both in attack and de-
fense, than in that short, brilliant cam-
paign. On their return they were received
with the utmost enthusiasm and we will all
admit that, regarded merely as a spectacle,
the striking uniforms and regimental flagswere fine. Shortly afterward a move was
made abolishing some of the most distinct-
ive uniforms. They were all to look alike,
principally on the ground of making it sim-
pler to provide military clothing in large
quantities. Old General Fleury opposed it.
He said the move would destroy the esprit
de corps. He said: 'I greatly fear that
such fine troops will never be seen in
France again.' And they never were. I
nm inclined to think that fine feathers
make fine birds In more senses than one.
At any rate, when a regiment becomes his-
toric and certain deeds of arms are asso-
ciated with a certain uniform, it might be
a good thing to keep it. We all know of
the outcry made when some years ago it
was suggested that the British army should
no longer wear its famous red coats. In a
smaller way the highland regiments ob-
jected to giving up the kilt. Even here in
America, West Point still clings to its cadet
gray, and the 7th Regiment of New York
buys its own uniform rather than wear a
different one provided by the state."
And then the women present agreed with

the last speaker.

A Chicago View.
From Puck.
Little Cynthia Porkchops-"Mamma, what

does 'provincial' mean?"
Mrs. Porkchops-"It means-well, I can't

define It-but St. Louis is provincial, and so
is New York."

A Difference in Termas.
From Puck.
"There was a time when he talked of his

art, but now he calls It his trade."
"Yes; he has begun to make a lIving at

It-.

Old Morgan-"If you knew how hard it
is to get money together, you would not
be so eager to squander it."
Young Morgan-"If you knew what fun

there i. In spending money, you wouldn't
give your Uife to saving it."-Boston Tran-
script.

His Little Joke.
From Harper's Weekly.
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